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HOME IMPROVEMENTS TOP TEN IDEAS STEPS TO TAKE
Introduction

A What is the Idea Book?

A A collection of inspirational ideas and best practices for homeowners
who want to improve and invest in their shiigieily homes

A Overview of typical housing styles found within Garland
A Variety of possible projects, from modest to transformative
A

Helpful tips about planning and executing a project from beginning to
completion

A Nota code or requirement!
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Introduction

A Why did we create the Idea Book?

A Aging housing stock70 percent of Garland homes were built before
1980.

A Changing resident profileHousehold size, type, and demographics
affect needs of homeowners.

A Changing housing market and buyer preferencéeferences for
size, style, and amenities continue to change.

A Residentsare investing in homes and making changeroughout
Garland:How have homes in your neighborhood changed?
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Introduction

A Who is the audience?

A You, the homeownerUse it to plan your next home improvement
project.

A Neighborhood organizationsan use the book to stir interest in
Improving their neighborhoods.

A Contractors, builders, architects, and rental property owneas also
use the project to plan their next project or enhance their properties.

A City of Garland departments and their partneiisat provide
affordable housing can use the book to enhance future housing
rehabilitation projects.
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Post World War |l Housing Boom

A The Great Depression and g i A%
WWII puts virtual stop to home ; ﬁ A =
building -

A 1934 FHA insured home
financing

A1944 Servi ceme_
Act (Gl Bill)

A 1945 End of WWII causes
housing boom

AR19465@6s FHA df,
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Liviag Room

Mass productioand
prefabrication allows
demandto be met
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BEDROOM BEDROOM
12" x12'

LIVING ROOM -1 HEATER
12'x19’ . KITCHEN
9’6" x10
~DOUBLE>

FIREPLACE

Kitchen
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Housing Styles

A Focus on 4 predominant housing styles builVyasand
before 1980

A Examples are in Garland or Dall&®rt Worth metro area

A Styles distinguished by common elements:

A Size & function (living areas, bedrooms, bathrooms, garage placement
A Architecture (roof slope, scale & massing, building shape)
A Details (windows, decorative elements)

A Styles can inform about best elements and constraints; guide
Improvements
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- MINIMAL TRADITIONAL STYLE

STYLE GUIDE
STYLE CHARACTERISTICS

Attached single-car
garage.

pll Low sloped roof with
shallow overhang.

One picture window
in front.

Minimal or no front
porch/entry with no
interruption of the roof
line at the entry.

Wood siding, often with
multiple siding types or
in combination with wood
shingles or a small amount
of brick. This example
has been covered with
aluminum siding, which was
only available in white.

There have been so many
of these homes covered in
aluminum siding that peo-
ple now associate white
paint with this style. In fact,

The Minimal Traditional style was produced in response to federal governmeni-insured
mortgage policies intended to supply WWII veterans with new affordable housing.
These homes were around 1,000 square feet in size. The earliest homes came without

the original wood may attached garages but soon the attached garage debuted. With the attached garage
have been painted in two ~ came other characteristics of the early Ranch style including a picture window and a
or more colors. shallow sloped roof with deeper overhangs. The example above has been covered with

aluminum siding, a common way to “improve” these homes in the 1960s and 1970s.
The original home most likely included two types of wood siding, color, wood windows
and possibly, exposed roof rafters. Variations include a combination of brick and wood
siding and all-brick homes. Built from 1945 through the 1950s.

8 Garlond Residential Idea Book
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A TRADITIONAL RANCH STYLE

STYLE GUIDE
STYLE CHARACTERISTICS

n Attached single or double

car garage.

Low sloped roof with

deep overhang.

One picture window
in front.

located asymmetrically
and without interruption
of the roof line.

Almost hidden front door

Screen elements provide
privacy; usually of
metal, wrought iron or
wood. Here a simple
paired column is used
but these screens can
also be significant
architectural features.

n Brick in combination The Traditional Ranch style and many of its variations can be found in Garland. This
with wood siding as style originated in California where emphasis on low slung roofs, deep overhangs, and
the primary materials. connectivity between the indoors and the outdoors were ideally svited to the climafe.

Throughout the United States, this style prevailed with many variations, including the
“L" shaped plan type with the garage on the side of the house instead of facing the
street and a modern interpretation that features almost flat roofs, screening and low
planter walls, and often a carport instead of a garage. The style’s popularity is due
in part to its suitability to suburban development and ability to take on a wide variety
of design features. Some variations found in Garland are the “Ranchy,” “Storybook”
and “Colonial.” The home above is a simple version of the Storybook type. Built in the
1950s and 1960s.

10 Garland Residential Idea Book
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Housing Styles: Late Ranch



